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The main concern of our school-based English curriculum is to
provide an authentic environment for pupils to learn English in order to
strengthen their four skills and enhance their English competence.

This year, our main focuses are on the P.1 & P.2 PLP-R/W, the P.4
& P.5 Reading Bees Programme and the Poetry teaching in KS2, as we
realize that reading and writing are fundamental to learning a language.
Our goals aim at helping pupils acquire language knowledge such as
grammar and vocabulary in appropriate contexts.

In addition to the regular lessons, a varied range of amusing
and interactive activities are organized to enrich pupils’ learning
experiences in English. We continue to have different activities in the
English Activity Room during recess time, Monday Mommg Assembly,
Wednesday Morning Assembly and the ‘I can speak well scheme” so as
to let our pupils learn English in a more interesting and lively way.
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To foster pupils’ independence and motivation in reading
and writing, we joined the Primary Literacy Programme-
Reading and Writing (PLP-R/W) in P.1 last year. The
programme has been extended to P.2 this year under the
funding from the English Enhancement Grant Scheme for
Primary Schools (EEGS).

It is a 3-year programme designed by the Net Section
of the Education Bureau, in which reading and writing are
integrated and taught holistically. The programme supports
a language-rich environment inside the classroom and helps
pupils to learn English in an engaging and authentic manner.
50% of the lessons are allocated to the PLP-R/W and the
other 50% are allocated to the teaching of the textbooks to
consolidate the learning of grammar.

The programme promotes the use, by both the NET and
the LETs, of the five reading teaching strategies: Storytelling,
Reading Aloud, Shared Reading, Guided Reading and
Independent Reading; and the two writing teaching strategies:
Shared Writing and Process Writing. We utilize phonics,
songs and games to motivate pupils to actively participate in
every lesson.

We continue to have the Home
Reading Scheme which involves
pupils taking home books
selected by their teachers to read
with their parents or guardians ||
and practice strategies and skills
they have learned at school.

For P.2, they get more
familiar with the teaching style
of the lessons as they have got the
learning experiences from P.1 last year.

More challenging work is supplied for them.

Pupils start to have Guided Reading, where they are grouped
according to their learning diversity and read books with the
NET or the LET at their instructional level. They also acquire
more individual writing through well-designed activities. It
helps develop their confidence and capability to use English.

Both the P.1 and P.2 pupils enjoy the various interesting
activities and their language acquisition has been enhanced
while they are immersed in the literacy programme. (
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To help our P.4 to P.6 pupils learn English better, we started
poetry teaching this year. The purpose of the poetry teaching is
that it can not only enable pupils to appreciate sounds, words
and patterns, but also consolidate pupils’ phonics and language
skills. They can have fun and express their feelings and opinions
through the lessons. All poetry lessons are taught by our two
NET teachers, Mr. Shane and Miss Suemana.

Mr. Shane, our NET from the EDB, is the conductor of

NET teacher (ELTA) Mr Kris

Hello everyone. I'm Mr. Kris. [ have
\ been teaching at St. Timothy’s Primary
School for a few years now. During that
time, I have covered my different topics
with the children. This term I have been
working with the P.3 classes and we have
mostly been preparing for the TSA assessments. We have also
done some phonics work.

I will continue to try

my very best to help our k‘“

%
g

pupils English skills. I look

b

forward to seeing everyone |

in the New Year!

i“' Have you met the NET????Mr Shane (EDB)

X

14

Hello everyone. I hope you are all well and having a great year.
It’s been a very busy term, and I’ve worked with P1’s, P2’s
and P’6’s, focusing on teaching phonics, readers, and fostering an
enjoyment of learning English.

Last year saw a huge change at the P1 level, as we introduced
the PLP-RW program. This is a very exciting program, as it
incorporates a wide variety of teaching activities, resources and
strategies to help our students develop their reading and writing
skills. All key areas are integrated into the program, including
phonics and high-frequency words.

This year we have expanded the program into P2, which has
been challenging, but very rewarding. The students continue to
respond with great enthusiasm to the lessons. The structure of the
lessons is quite similar to P1, but Guided Reading is introduced
to classes as well. This strategy involves students reading in
small groﬁps at their reading level. We have found it to be a very
valuable tool, and students have participated well.

The PLP-R/W requires an enormous amount of work and

preparation, but it is truly worth it when you see not only the

. highest quality English lessons @) -

the Programme. He designs the lesson plans and prepares the
teaching resources for the Programme.

During the lessons, pupils learnt some basic ideas about
poetry and they used their imagination and creativity to write
their own poems. They learnt to write two to four poems each
term including list poems and acrostic poems. Positive feedback
was seen as most pupils could create their poems and read them

aloud expressively.

Hi, my name is Miss Suemana and I
am from Australia. I live in Hong Kong with
my husband and three children and we love
living here. My family and I like to spend a lot
of time outdoors so we enjoy picnics and hiking
in the country park. My hobbies are playing tennis and running. I
really enjoy teaching at St. Timothy’s Primary School. This term
we have been learning about poetry and introducing you to some
new types of poetry. You have written and presented some fantastic
acrostic and list poems that have been enjoyed by teachers and
students. Both teachers and students are very kind and friendly to

me and make me feel happy. I like

talking and learning about people
and new places so if you see me

please come and talk with me.

positive response from students, but the development of their
English‘skills.

Another focus for me this year has been the development of a
poetry program for KS2. Students in P4-6 study four poems each
term. We use poetry to expose students to poetical language and
structures, learn grammar items, learn how to read with expression
and meaning, and learn to improve their writing. Students also
produce some poetry of their own, including list poems, shape
poems and acrostic poems.

So far the program is progressing well and students are
responding positively and producing some very interesting work.
I’m sure next term will continue to be very busy and challenging,
but as always, I’'m looking
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forward to working with our
students and trying my best

to provide them with the

possible! =

Bye. g




The P. A& P.5 Reading) Bees) Programme;

The Reading Bees Programme is a scheme to help raise the Pupils look forward to having the library ‘trip’ — the
skills and enthusiasm of our little readers (P.4-P.5) in our school.  English library lessons. In this lesson, pupils have opportunites
The books in the programme are accessible to various classes so  to read English story books. With the help of teachers’

» that appropriate material is available for both able and less able  guidance, they can apply the reading strategies in their reading.
children. The programme is divided into two parts. The first part From our observations, our children love English story
is the teachers’ recommendation; the second part is the English ~ books more and more. They are eager to borrow the English
library lessons. Teachers have opportunities to share a book with  story books. Our teachers are so impressed that the reading
the pupils, while at the same time, reading strategies will be  atmosphere is growing in our school!

\taught to them.

Pupils?feedbark
FHupils/ieedbacl
44 Cheung Chun Ling, Janet

Reading bees, let me see!

Reading bees are good to me.
4A Law Chung Yiu

This programme is interesting and fun! I like
the books very much!
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Book Report
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Miss Chau (English teacher of 2A):

T i A
chers?)

-

Hello, everyone. I'm Miss Chau. I’m lucky to be one of the
teaching members of the P.2 PLP-R/W Programme this year.
Having gained experience last year, it seemed that it would be
easier to‘implement the programme in P.2. However, we still take
a long road to run the Programme smoothly and constructively,
as most of the worksheets are graded according to the learner’s
diversity and more focus is on the “Guided Reading” part.

In the past few months, we worked closely together with our
NET on the Programme. Like last year, we had meetings every
week to share our ideas, make lesson plans and prepare all the
teaching materials and resources. Again, I am grateful to the P.2
teachers who have been working and contributing their concerted
efforts into the Programme.

From my point of view, I found that the learning atmosphere
continued to be excellent in all P.2 classes and my pupils
could learn and be further exposed to different text types and
vocabulary through the lessons. They liked the ‘Guided Reading’

Rt S i SIS W venofivway

Miss Lai’s saying......
PLP-R/W is an interesting show.
The teachers are well-prepared and ready to go.
My pupils asked. “Where are we going?’

A fruitful journey that you will be enjoying!

We love singing, we love reading.

We are not afraid of English speaking.

To write a book, to become a cook,

Here are our masterpieces, you can take a look.

Mr. Shane is a great teacher.

I hope we can work together in
the near future.

My pupils are lovely creatures.
What you learnt here will be
your treasure.

.

Miss Heung (English teacher of 2D):

Ve

section and were confident to
read aloud unfamiliar words and
answer questions in complete
sentences. Some of them could
finish their individual writing
without the teacher’s or the
teaching assistant’s help. They
could apply and practice the structures that have been taught in

the shared writing. It proves the effectiveness of the Programme.

I am so touched to see how my pupils devoted and engaged
in the lessons. They did enjoy every task in each PLP-R&W
lesson and actively took part in the interesting and creative
activities. They always ask me eagerly, “Miss Chau, do we go
to the English Room to have the PLP-R/W lessons today?” I do ’
hope that they can read and write better in the future and keep
their passion of learning English forever!

Mr. Pang (English teacher of 2C):

In my view, PLP-R/W is an impressive programme. It
makes all pupils have a passionate interest in English. It also
gives plenty of support for teachers to cater for pupils with
different abilities and different needs. In addition, a combination
with small-class teaching can add up to a desirable atmosphere

for pupils to engage in the lessons willingly.

—e

to try again and again...

yummy dish for our kids based on the following magic recipe:
Name of the Dish: “Yum Yum PLPR-R/W”

Booké) and Guided Reading (Small Books) etc.
Flavouring: Teachers’ Enthusiasm

their little tummy feel “full and “satisfied”!

To me, PLP-R/W is just like “a yummy dish”, which makes our kids want
I enjoy the co-teaching with our “Chief Chef”’, Mr. Shane and our
“Assistant Chef”, Miss Lam. Every lesson, we work together to “cook” a

Ingredients: Alphabet Chants (Phonics), Songs, Shared Reading (Big

I do eager to “cook” more and more “yummy dishes” for our Kids to make

(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(



PEP:R)W/ teaching experlence)sha ing

Miss Nam (English teacher of 1A):

Ve —

:‘ e 1 e ii -
I am teaching P.1 English this year. I enjoy having the PLP-R/W lessons with the cul K :

children. We can see how they make progress, from having very little English at the
start of September, till now sounding out unfamiliar words and speaking in English. I
especially like the game “Slap and Say” with the High Frequency Words and “Phonics
Fan” when teaching different phonics sounds. I hope children will develop the habit of
reading and the interest to learn English in the future.

|

Miss Tang (English teacher of 1B):

—0

“Hurray! We are going to the English Room.” The P.1 pupils Hello, I am Miss Chow. This is my first year to participate in
are always eager to have PLP-R/W lessons. They learn phonics, the PLPR/W programme and I think PLPR/W is cool! I can tell
days of the weeks, colours, numbers and other language items the kids enjoy the PLPR/W lessons so much! Some people might
through various interactive activities, such as singing songs and doubt the effectiveness of the programme. However, I found
chants. Pupils all love listening to stories, especially when they are that pupils can write more gradually and learn more vocabulary
taught in a lively way. They are then engaged in more stimulating through having the PLPR/W lessons. The pupils even can use the
and motivational activities. I really enjoy seeing their smiling vocabulary from big books when they do their writing in General
faces and growing confidence in learning English. English (GE) lessons! It shows us that the PLPR/W programme is

a really effective way for pupils to learn English.

. ' Gon - ol
ELepenoneti T Deemworan i ilimothylilriniay) Hello, I am Miss Tsoi, the class teacher of 1E. This is the

School for seven years. However, this is the first year I have taught et by s B e e S DA et 5

P.1 English. As the main curriculum for P1 to P2 is the PLP-R/

- I S e . - o I still miss my students who were promoted to P.2, their smiling
mm 0 T : : ?
PICES: . & av.e. e goo- way. GRDEDLS ,0 faces and laughing voices after the lessons. Through this scheme
learn reading and writing. It also helps pupils to improve their : : o nan
g X 1 3 ) ) ; we provide an opportunity for students to use English in a natural
literacy skills. Moreover, pupils are interested in learning English. ; ; : :
9 g i ; environment, so I will continue to encourage and motivate my

They are willing to speak English outside the classroom. It is an I 1
; : X . : students by giving them self-confidence, chances to participate

. effective way for pupils to be exposed to, and practice using, their ; : ;
| and varied resources to learn English effectively.
~ second language.

by7 the) P teach ers:
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