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The main concern of our curriculum is to provide opportunities for our students to acquire, develop, and become
proficient in the English language through reading, writing, listening and speaking.

Different types of reading programmes, such as the PLP-R/W in KS1, the Reading Bees Programme and the Poetry lessons
in KS2, have been conducted to arouse pupils'interests in learning English.

Also, we have organized different programmes and activities such as English Day, English assemblies, English Morning
Reading and the 'l Can Speak Well'Scheme. In the English Activity Room, we have conducted the Spellathon and other related
activities to help our students learn English in a more interesting and vivid way, but also to help them gain confidence in using
it. Our NET, Mr Shane, always plays an active and crucial role in participating in all these activities.

Let's make a review of what we have done this year.

Spellathon

Spellathon is an English activity that helps students
to build up their vocabulary bank. At recess, students
go to the English room to have a competition
with their classmates and friends. They need to
memorize the vocabulary from Spelling Three.
Through this English activity, students learn more
vocabulary and most importantly, they enjoy the
activity so much! The smiles on their faces show their
excitement for Spellathon!

\_ J

"I Can Speak Well ' Scheme

‘| Can Speak Well'scheme is another English activity that helps students to have
more confidence in speaking English. It is held in the English room during recess,
where the students can talk with the Net teachers and the student helpers based on
one topic they have learnt in the textbook.

At recess, our Net teachers, Mr. Anthony f N
and Miss Isobel are in the English room
awaiting students to come and talk to
them. All students have a chance to have
a conversation with our Net teachers. Our
teachers can tell students are becoming more
and more confident in speaking English.
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gBeesJProgramme]

To help students acquire the skills for ‘learning to read’, our
school introduced the Reading Bee Programme for P4-P6 pupils and
it was found to be successful. Reading is the foundation of learning.
More books have been purchased for the KS2 students. The books in
the programme are accessible to various classes so that appropriate

material is available for both able and less able children.

The programme is divided into two parts. The first part is the

teachers’' recommendation and the second part is English library k

lessons. Teachers share a book with the pupils in the classrooms during

the Tuesday Morning Reading Time. Different reading strategies will
be taught to students to strengthen their reading skills. During the
English library lessons, pupils have opportunities to read English story
books. With the help of teachers’ guidance, they can apply the reading
strategies in their reading.

From our observations, our children love the English story books.
Seeing the students’ enthusiasm for reading the books and doing
the book reports has been a great encouragement for us to continue
running the programme. We do hope that the reading atmosphere will
last forever in our school!

(Sk:HIprimary Sof

Some Primary 5 students took part in the S.K.H. Primary Schools Junior Intercultural
Fair 2017 on 9th December,2017 which was jointly organised by Sheng Kung Hui
Primary Schools Council Principal Conference and AFS Junior Intercultural Exchanges.
The fair started off with a country quiz during the opening ceremony. Students then
visited four classrooms, each with activities ran by exchange students of AFS from
different countries, including Germany, Japan, Italy and Russia. They played fun and
exciting games and learned some traditional Italian and Russian dances. It not only
provided our students with a good chance to communicate with foreigners, but also

100[s Jur

on, Intercult

exposed them to languages other than English.
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SCOLARIEnglishYAlliance]Rrogramme]

Our school participated in the SCOLAR English Alliance 2017/18 Programme named ‘Story Monster for Primary Schools!
P5 pupils are given opportunities to learn story writing with the native tutors in the Cultural Centre. The programme has
better equipped pupils with
skills in developing a story.
They have also learnt to
understand verbal instructions
on elements of a premise.
They enjoyed collaborating
and creating a story together
and illustrating a section of
the story as a team. All pupils
found it fun and stimulating.
This further aroused their
interest in writing.

Have you met the NET????

Mr Shane f \
Hello everyone. | hope you are all well and have had a great year so far.

It's been a very busy term, and like all of you | am certainly looking forward to a well
deserved break! This year I'm working with P1's, P2's, and P3’s, focusing on teaching PLP-RW
and fostering an enjoyment of learning English.

Amongst other duties, | also coordinate the KS2 Poetry programme, and of course work
with my little actors in our ECA Drama Class.

But as always, my primary focus is implementing PLPR-W.

It's hard to believe it was six years ago that we introduced the PLP-RW programme
at P1 levell It is a very exciting programme, as it incorporates a wide variety of teaching & J
activities, resources and strategies to help our students develop their reading and writing
skills. The readers are very interesting, and cover a range of text types, and the students
enjoy them very much. They are able to produce work that is not only of a good standard, but very creative as well.

We also conduct activities such as Guided Reading and Guided Writing to provide the students with even more advanced
reading and writing skills.

I'm very proud of the work we have done over the last six years, and believe the teachers and students have done a great
job. The integrated nature of the program has seen a clear improvement in students English language skills, which has provided
me with great satisfaction and motivation.

Looking towards next term, | hope to play
a major role in maintaining and improving our
PLP-RW programme.

| hope | can continue to provide an
interesting and enjoyable environment
for students to learn English, and foster an
enjoyment of reading stories in English.

| also look forward to continuing to
develop my working relationship with all the
English teachers, and will strive to provide them
with the support and advice they need.

I'm sure next term will continue to be
very busy and challenging, but as always, I'm
looking forward to working with our students
and trying my best to provide them with the
highest quality English lessons possible!

Bye.
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Poetry article | ,
Miss Isobel I
For centuries, poetry has enlightened students in classrooms far and wide | |
and having just taught it to students at St Timothy's | can see why. Poetry is | |
often sacrificed for those more traditional forms of writing when in fact it should 1 |
be prioritized. The fact is that poems are short to read, and that makes it less 1 |
intimidating for students to both read and write one. The shortness is something | |
that students really, really connect to. | |
Furthermore, it enables us as teachers to communicate how to write, read, | |
and understand any text. Poetry can give students a healthy outlet for emotions. y /

In this light, writing poetry remains one of the best tools we have for knowing N o o o o o s mm
what we think and what we really feel. Reading original poetry aloud -
in class can also foster trust and empathy in the classroom, while also g
emphasizing speaking and listening skills that are often neglected. |
A perfect example of this was the lesson on ‘haikus, once students
had been given initial suggestions, they used the framework and
modelling to produce some excellent examples of original poetry,
which they later presented to their peers.
In conclusion, poetry is rewarding for teaching and for students I
of all ages. Older more academic students benefit from the language |
study and attention to detail whilst the rhythms and rhymes attract I
younger students to the functions of language. I

\

N_-----------_,

f \ Teaching Poetry at St.Timothy’s
Mr Anthony

As part of our assignment teaching the children at the school
English, this term included a variety of poetic renditions that introduced
poetic styles, including List Poems, Food Poems, and Acrostic Poems.
Children were given sample poems which they read and recited,
analyzed for rhyme and rhythm, and learned to create their own simple
poems in the style of the lesson.

Poetry is a personal art form and it is interpreted differently by each

\ / individual. Once children are exposed to poetry they often get into the
mood and their expression is only limited by their word choice. Poetry
does not need to be serious and the children loved expressing their
ideas through this medium. We combined their poetry with graphic
K \ representations of their words which helped them in the visualization
of their expressions.

Part of the process was also for children to read their compositions
aloud to their fellow classmates which helped them promote their own
self confidence in their mastery of the English language as well as their
public speaking.

Growing and maturing is a reflective process and the inclusion of
poetry is a good fit in the development of the children’s English skills.
We thank St.Timothy’s English department for their selection of poems
and encourage more of this style of learning.
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